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How many pumped storage projects are there in the US?
The most recent 40-MW pumped storage projectwas commissioned in the U.S. (in southern California,2012).
The last two large-scale projects were completed in the U.S. in the 1990s.

When should a pumped storage facility be reviewed?

Accordingly, when the operational basis of a pumped storage facility has changed or a change is being
contemplated, the origina design basis of the facility should be reviewed and the following items considered
in order to assure the owner the safety of the facility has not been compromised to an unsafe level.

What should be included in a pumped storage project?

2. C. Each Pumped Storage project should have a design change/configuration control program. This program
should ensure the design basis of the plant is controlled and maintained through procedures and processes that
assure unauthorized changes are not made to equipment important to safety.

What percentage of US energy storage is pumped storage?

PSH provides 94%of the U.S.'s energy storage capacity and batteries and other technologies make-up the
remaining 6%.(3) The 2016 DOE Hydropower Vision Report estimates a potential addition of 16.2 GW of
pumped storage hydro by 2030 and another 19.3 GW by 2050,for a total installed base of 57.1 GW of
domestic pumped storage.

When should a pumped storage project be staffed?

The January 13, 2006 FERC letter or more current FERC guidance should be considered by the licensee when
determining the staffing of a pumped storage project. Un-staffed operation should only be considered when
robust fail safe systems, procedures and processes are in place to support unattended operation.

Does a pumped storage facility have a pump mode?

The current U.S. fleet of operating (single-speed) pumped storage plants does not provide regulation in the
pump modebecause the pumping power is ‘fixed' -- a project must pump in ‘blocks of power. A single pumped
storage facility may consist of multiple units and smaller blocks of power.
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